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Chicken Demand in the U.S. is Shifting
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The Global Chicken Consumer is Increasingly 
Reliant on Imports
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The Growing Trade for Chicken is to 
Dark Meat Markets
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For the U.S., the Story Begins in the Meat Case
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Changing U.S. Demographics

Millennials Baby 
Boomers

Browning 
of America
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SHIFTING U.S. CONSUMER PREFERNCE TOWARD DARK MEAT



The Aging U.S. Population Will Drive a Shift Toward 
Chicken
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Chicken Will Likely Grow It’s Position as the #1 
Consumed U.S. Animal Protein

Meat Products Purchased for Home Consumption in the Last Year

8Source: “A Comparison of Meat Consumption Attitudes Across the Generations”, 2014



The U.S. Population Will Grow Driven by Increased 
Hispanic and Asian Populations 
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The “New” Face of America is a Dark Meat 
Consuming One

10Source: PEW Research Center



U.S. Consumers are Shifting Their At-Home Cooking 
Habits Towards Dark Meat
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Dark Meat is Finding Its Way on to Restaurant Menus
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Automation is Helping U.S. Chicken Companies Serve 
the Growing Retail and Foodservice Demand

Breast 
Deboner

ULTIMATE 
Leg Deboner

Front Half 
Deboner

Rapid Breast 
Deboner

Labor 
Savings 45% 50% 50% 33 FTE’s

Speed 70 front halves 
per minute

100 legs per 
minute

115 birds per 
minute

117 birds per 
minute
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The Breast’s Diminishing Value to the Bird Overall
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U.S. Dark Meat is Shifting Towards the Domestic Market
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Quantifying the Economic Incentives for 
U.S. Chicken Producers

Drumstick B/S Thigh
Chicken 
Leg
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Today, Chicken Thighs Are Nearly As Valuable 
as the Entire Chicken Leg
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Increased Incentive to Keep Dark Meat in the U.S
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Shifting Competitiveness for Major Chicken Exporters
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Possible Implications
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Global 
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